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History of the Cubans and the Problems They Face When Dealing With Law Enforcement
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Introduction

Ethnicity, for a long time in all parts of the world, has been used to categorize people based on their race and skin color. Ethnicity has been a global challenge where every country wants to eliminate it. Ethnicity classifies people on ethnic groups based on their culture and kinship (Ratcliffe, 2014). Ethnicity in countries was mostly brought about by European countries invading other continents and colonizing them, especially Africa and the Caribbean nations. Cuba was not left out by the invasion of the Europeans in the region. From the moment they invaded Cuba, it was not the same again, and their activities then have influenced the history of Cubans and have brought about ethnicity to the highest levels in Cuba though not openly spoken about.
Ethnicity historical information

The first inhabitants of Cuba were sibony and Amerindian people who were mainly from America. Later the Taino people settled in Cuba and engaged in growing maize, tobacco, yucca plant, and cotton. These communities lived harmoniously and peacefully until the invasion of Cuba by Christopher Columbus, who secured Cuba as a territory of Spain. Other Spanish navigators followed this invasion. Diego Velazquez established Baracoa as the first Spanish settlement, and at the same time, many Taino people were killed by smallpox. Baracoa would later become Havana, the capital city of Cuba. Spanish settlers thoroughly took the cotton and tobacco farming and imported slaves from Africa to work in these fields. Many other events followed, which saw the invasion of Britain but later withdrew after a series of wars with Spain. Also, America helped Cuba in gaining its independence from Spain and stopping the slave trade in Cuba. 

Many people who settled in Cuba went there because of different economic reasons. Chinese imported to work in Cuba would later also not find their way back due to lack of funds and settled in Cuba though they were not a significant number. With this, there were intermarriages, although the most significant population in Cuba remain whites, followed by afro-Cubans and the mullatos. Many Cubans always refer themselves as whites even for those with mixed races based on their skin color. The mestizos who are born out of European and American union or parents are also referred to as whites with afro- Cuban being as result of the slaves who were taken to Cuba to work there in the fields. With this, most afro-Cubans prefer eastern Cuba, where they perceive it is near their home countries. The other significant number of afro-Cubans is found in Havana. 

Challenges ethnicity group face when dealing with law enforcement

Fidel Castro took power after a revolution and overthrew the then-president and dictator Fulgencio Batista who was widely supported by America, which caused the wealthy Americans returning to America. His government, which received support from the Afro-Cubans, led to the most rights afro-Cubans enjoy today. He promoted education and health systems in the areas occupied by the afro-Cubans. This saw literacy levels rise with the gap of educated whites and Afro-Cubans narrowing. Education saw afro-Cubans get employment opportunities like whites. Racism issue was never discussed, though; it still existed but low magnitude. The collapse of the Soviet Union in the year 1991, which supported Cuba economically with subsidies, saw many Americans and whites fleeing Cuba to America and other European countries in large numbers. This caused the then president to fall out with the United States further (Perez-Stable, 2011). This time Cuba sank deeper economically and focused on the later growing tourism trade, which was making a lot of money in US dollars. 
This period saw the Cuban government legalizing ownership of businesses by the individuals and sell of property. Whites, with the advantage of wealth, opened most of the hotels and restaurants and dominated mainly in the tourism sector. The dominance of whites occasioned racism to emerge publicly, with most of the workers working in the tourism sector being whites because also the most significant number of tourists was whites. Since then, ethnicity sored to high levels. In the year 2000 Castro accepted and opened the issue of racism to be discussed publicly because, by this time, it had become a significant concern. 
The ethnicity effect was felt in the flow of money, with most of the Cuban economy being operated by the whites. There is no significant number of afro-Cuban who own businesses and properties with many who have made it to that level owing to starting with the ridding of bicycles used to transport people and later opening a restaurant or a shop. Remittances from the Cuban living and working in other countries, which is remitted in terms of US dollars, have seen a considerable number going to the whites with only a small amount going to the afro-Cubans. This disparity is because of the significant number of whites who left Cuba in masses during the mass exodus of whites in Cuba, still having families and relatives in Cuba and always supporting them or investing in Cuba (Glassman, 2011). This huge remittance by whites has left the afro-Cubans with no choice but to accept the whites to rule and dominate. 

Despite the strides, Castro had made in uniting Cuba recently the ethnicity issue has spread even to the law enforcement who subject the afro-Cubans to numerous harassments because of their race and skin color. The law enforcement officers often refer to afro-Cubans or people with mixed race as ciudadano con caraeristicas – “the citizen with characteristics” when they want to stop them and frisk them (Cooke, 2015). They are always subjected to numerous intimidations and always must carry their identification cards around to conform to the law enforcement officers that they are real Cuban citizens. This treatment has also been the same when afro -Cubans are protesting ethnicity and racism. They are even locked up for many years without justice or access to an attorney for many years in order to silence them. if taken to court they are judged based on the skin color and eventually are in to prison. In prisons they also face racism and are not allowed to raise any concerns and are mistreated by the guards in who denote them as blacks.

Stereotypes that have negative impact on how law enforcement interacts with the groups

The whites in a significant number perceive that blacks are not as intelligent as whites and don’t have any dignity (Sawyer, 2006). This perception has left many of the top positions in government and organizations both private and public being occupied by mainly whites with afro-Cubans left to occupy the low-level jobs. In tourism even waiters in hotels are normally whites with blacks left to do menial jobs like cleaning. Cubans are not allowed to speak of any racism and ethnicity in the country and this has led to many afro-Cubans suffering in silence.

Conclusion

Without the invasion of cub by the white settlers up to today, Cuba would be peaceful, and people are living with peace and harmony. The invasion by the Spain settlers in Cuba changed the ethnicity combination of Cuba in a higher percentage. They imported African to Cuba as a slave trader who would later settle in Cuba. The invasion by Britain in Cuba would then lead to the increase of the whites in Cuba, and later, the Americans overthrew the Spanish government and settled in Cuba. The changes in government also saw a significant effect in dividing the Cubans based on ethnicity, with Fidel Castro being the only leader who championed and somehow brought equality in Cuba. The collapse of the Soviet Union saw many changes in the Cuban economy, which led to whites dominating the economy and employing only whites. This dominance saw the ethnicity levels rise. Recently it has spread to law enforcement officers who profile Cuban citizens based on their ethnicity with afro-Cubans and those with evidently mixed races. This ethnicity subjects them to regular harassment and being treated differently in case of any arrest or imprisonment. The whites perceive that blacks don not have morals and therefore they have occupied all the top positions in private and public organizations and even in government. 
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